Code of Conduct for Officials

The key role of an Athletics Official is to co-operate with other officials in the provision
of fair and equitable conditions for the conduct of Athletic events under the relevant
rules of competition, thereby offering all participants every opportunity to achieve their
own personal goals and aspirations.

Officials should at all times act in a decisive, but friendly, manner in their interaction
with other officials, competitors, coaches and spectators, respecting the right of others.

Where necessary, matters of concern should be referred to the appropriate higher
authority (e.g. team chief, referee or meeting manager) avoiding as far as possible
confrontational situations which could bring the sport into disrepute. In the event of an
alleged breach of competition rules the following procedures should apply:

The official involved shall report same as soon as possible to the appropriate referee.

Should it be necessary to speak to a competitor or member of the public (e.g. spectator
or coach) then the referee or official should first call the alleged offender aside (i.e out
of hearing of other persons) and then in a clear but appropriate manner advise that
person of the relevant competition rules. It is essential that the goodwill of competitors
and public be maintained at all levels of competition.

All officials have the responsibility of keeping up to date with any changes in the relevant
competition rules and should not hesitate to seek the advice of others if the need arises.

Officials should never smoke while officiating, nor consume alcoholic beverages so soon
before competition that it affects their competence or prior to the end of officiating
duties for the day.

Official’s dress should be appropriate to the standard and nature of the competition.

Coaching Information
Changing Coaches

If any athlete or an athlete’s parent wishes to change coaches or a coach is
approached by an athlete who already has a coach, certain procedures
should be observed.

The IAAF Code of Ethics for Coaches states:

‘Coaches should never solicit, either overtly or covertly, athletes who
are receiving coaching to join their squad. Further, under the
discussion in the code, it states,

If however, an athlete initiates discussion with a coach in connection
with commencing a coaching relationship while the athlete is already
being coached by another coach, then that coach must inform the
athlete’s present coach as soon as practical.’




This code, which has been widely accepted by responsible coaches throughout the
world, has implications for coaches, athletes and the parents of athletes.

Athletics Canterbury endorses this concept and has had a policy in place for many
years that:

1. Coaches should not approach athletes to join their squad, if already coached
by another coach.

2.If an athlete or an athlete’s parent wishes to change coaches, the athlete
(or parent) must inform the current coach and discuss it with her / him.

3. If a coach is approached by an athlete to be coached, the coach must ensure
the athlete informs the current coach and then also discuss the matter with
the current coach. In all the discussions the needs of the athlete must be
considered.

All athletes, parents and coaches should follow these
procedures as a matter of common courtesy.



